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Id the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fire b arrier fop-protecting an object from encroaching elements 
comprising: 

an organic bentonite-based material; 

an outer boundary surface disposed to retain the material in a selected location, the 
location at least partially surrounding the object; and 

wherein the organic bentonite-based material is disposed within the outer boundary 
surface such that a top surface of the material remains uncovered and exposed to the 
aboveground environment after disposing the bentonite-based material within the outer 
boundary ^ and the organic bentonite-based material forming a region about the object, the region 
configured to prevent plant growth and thereby protect the object from fire. 

2. (Currently Amended) The fire barrier of claim 1, wherein the boundary surface comprises 
a retaining device configured to retain the material. 

3. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 1, wherein the object comprises a pole. 

4. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed 
surrounding the base of the pole. 

5. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed around 
the pole extending outward from the pole a distance of between about 6 inches to about 10 feet 
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6. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed around 
the pole extending outward from the pole a distance of between about 2 inches and about 5 feet. 

7. (Currently Amended) The fire barrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed around 
the pole extending outward from the pole a distance of about 3 feet. 

8. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed around 
the pole to a depth in the range of between about .25 inches and about 4 feet. 

9. (Currently Amended) Th e fire barrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed around 
the pole to a depth in the range of between about 4 inches and about 2 feet. 

10. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 3, wherein the material is disposed around 
the pole to a depth of about 8 inches. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim 1 , wherein the boundary surface comprises 
a annular plastic sheet. 

12. (Currently Amended) The fire b arrier of claim l r wherein the boundary surface comprises 
the edges of a depression, 
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1 3. (Currently Amended) A method for protecting an objec t from fire , said method 
comprising: 

preparing an area surrounding an object for receiving an outer boundary surface, 
the area extending from the obf ect a distance suitable to keepjregetation outside the area 
frnm ipnitin p the object: 

providing disposing en-the o uter boundary surface disposed t o retain a material in 
a location, the location at least partially surrounding the object; and 

depositing an organic bentonite-based material mixture comprising at least 50% 
bentonite w ithin the outer boundary surface, a top surface of the bentonite-based material 
mixture remaining exposed to the aboveground environment after disposing the 
bentonite-based mat e rial m ixture w ithin the outer boundary surfac e, the bentonite based 
mixture creating a hostile growing environment for vegetation . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein providing on out e r boundary 
curfaoo p reparing an area c omprises or e atin ge xcavating a depression about the object for holding 
the m ixtur em aterial . 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein providing an outer boundary 
surface comprises installing a circular plastic sheet configured to retain the mtxtur ern atonal . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein depositing the mixtu rem at e rial 
further comprises depositing the mixture m at e rial i n a radius about the object. 
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1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, further comprising depositing the mixture 
matcfiol-and forming an upward slope towards the object. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein depositing the mixture m at e rial 
further comprises pumping the mixture m aterial from a source. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, wherein dopooiting 4 h e- mat e rial -ftH3h6r 
compri s es pumping th e material from the souroc further comprising adding bentonite to the 
bentonite based mixtur e in response to signs of vegetation growth within the bentonite based 
mixture . 

20. (Currently Amended) A barrier fe^protecting an object from e ncroaching e lement s-fire 
comprising: 

an organic o bject: 

an organic bentonite-based materia l - m ixture comprising at least 50% bentonite 
and up to 50% soil; 

an annular plastic sheet disposed to retain the mat e rial m ixture i n a selected 
location, the location at least partially surrounding the object; 

the mat e rial m ixture i s disposed around the object, between the plastic sheet and 
the object such that a top surface of the material m ixture r emains uncovered and exposed 
to the aboveground environment after disposing the bentonite-based mixture m aterial 
between the plastic sheet and the object, and extending outward from the object a 
distance of about 3 feet and to a depth of about 8 inches t and 
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wherein the organic bentonite-based mixture creates a hostile vegetation growth 
region about the object absorbing water and maintaining a salinity level toxic to vegetation 
thereby protecting the object from combustion of vegetation within the location. 
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